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VFNCA ANNUAL CAMPOUT 
Marysville March 6-9. 


The Ringwood and Upper Goulburn 
FNC's are well advanced in 
organising this popular event on the 
VFNCA program for 1998, at 
'ELKANAH' Guesthouse. 


Bedrooms accommodate 2,3 or 4 
people in beds or bunks. 
BYO bed linen and towels. 
All meals including dinner 


Friday evening are 
provided. 


THESE EVENTS ARE 
ALMOST HERE. 


Reedy Lake Survey 
Dec 4, page 6. 


Bio-diversity Group Excursion 
Dec 7, page 7 


Plant Group Meeting 
Dec 9, page 9. 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Valda Dedman 


JANUARY 17, 1998 


The 'Urban Barwon' - half day 
excursion. 1 pm -4.pm 


Leader: 
Valda Dedman Ph . 5243 2374 


Meet at 1 pm under the James 
Harrison Bridge on the 
Belmont side of the river 


This may be your last 


Cost $132.00 per person 


Information and booking 
forms available at tonight's 
meeting or phone me on 
5243 3916. 

Li 


OTWAY RANGES 


SEASON'S GREETINGS 


It's time for a break from constant chores 
: it's time to slow down and rest 

It's time to consider the past and the future 

it's time for family and friends. 


The committee wishes all members and 
especially all the ex-members who can no 
longer take part in our activities 


A Merry Christmas and a Happy 


chance to take this precise 
walk (unless you can walk 
on water)! 


We wil walk along the 
path beside the river and 
the golf course. 


We will look at the river 
environs, the various 
wetlands and may be able 


CLUB CAMPOUT 
JANUARY 23-25TH 
... Dick Southcombe 


Trevor Pescott is our leader 
for the weekend and intends 
to explore three different 
areas. 


Saturday - depart 8.30 am. for 
Beech Forest area. 
Sunday - Mait's Rest and Shelly 

Creek; 
Monday - Grey River. 


We will be based at Belmont High 
School's Tanybryn Camp which has 
9 huts (2 x double bunks) and space 
for a fewtents, trailers etc. Facilities 
include fully equipped kitchen and 
dining room, ablutions block and 
multi-purpose room with heater. 


BYO food, pillow, bedding etc. and 
clothing for changeable weather. 
Register from 3 pm. Friday. Cost $7 
per night, per person. 


Please put your name on the list 
tonight or Ph. 5243 3916, indicate if 
you need transport and pay me as 
Soon as possible. 

O 


New Year. 


Congratulations to 
Mr. & Mrs. Rohan Bugg. 


Rohan and Karen were 
married on Saturday 15th 


November at Werribee. 


We wish them a long and 


happy life together. 


Dick Southcombe 
President G.F.N.C. Inc. 


to retrace Jerringot Creek. 


Birds are sure to be 
interesting, so bring your 
binoculars. We will call in 
at the bird hide and at the 
home of the Baillon's 
Crake. Wear old and 
comfortable shoes, hats 
and lots of sunscreen. 


Oo 


FEBRUARY GENERAL 
MEETING 


‘Life through the Ages at Geelong! - 
Dr. Jack Douglas. 


Dr. Douglas retired to Warrnambool 
about twelve months ago after 
serving some thirty-five years with 
the Geological Survey of Victoria, 
notably as a research scientist and 
supervisor of the Geological 
Mapping Section. 


Jack's major research fields were 
mesozie biostratigraphy and plant 
life of the past. His illustrated 
presentation on 15th February will 
draw on his work in those fields. 

o 


DECEMBER 


... With Joe Hubbard 


Swamphen Affairs; 
Going...... ; Beaut Walk 5; 
Spin; Find a Frog; And Also. 


Going, 
In a 


Swamphen Affairs: 

Recently while road testing some 
binoculars at the Jerringot wetlands, 
we came upon a scene of domestic 
bliss, or so we thought. There was a 
little family of Purple Swamphens, 
two adults and five chicks on their 
almost floating reed and grass nest. 
As we watched, one adult left the nest 
followed by a swimming chick, 
leaving the other adult to tidy up and 
repair the nest with freshly pulled 
water ribbons. 


After a brief excursion we returned 
and noted two adult birds and chicks 
on a distinctly flattened untidy nest. 
"Trust the old man to come home and 
untidy the place', was a comment 
passed. Not so! An adult and chick 
were feeding still some distance from 
the nest. After a few minutes passed 
the feeding adult moved briskly to the 
nest, leaving baby floundering along 
behind. 


An example of an extended family 
helping with domestic duties or was 
this an exta-marital affair? 


Some further reading shed some light 
on these happenings. These birds 
can live in territorial groups up to ten. 
The group helps to construct the nest 
which can be used by several 
females. A nursery nest is also 
constructed which is used for night 
baby-sitting by subordinate adults. 


And if you happen to be the dominant 
Now if you do not know 
Mr/Mrs P. Swamphen, look for fairly 
big birds with deep blue bibs, red 
beaks and foreheads. 


Going, going....... 

If you had a super native grassland 
sensor and were able to cover all of 
Victoria you-wouldn't get the needle to 
move from O - well maybe the 
smallest of flickers. For good reason 
too - native grassland used to cover 
one third of the state, but only .01 per 
cent remains. 


Recently, 8/11/97, some of us had the 
pleasure of touring with Mark 
Trengove (and others) the native 
grasslands close to Bannockburn. 
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Visits were made to the cemetery, 
an area adjoining the Teesdale 
Recreation Reserve and some 
linear reserves along railway lines. 


We were treated to vignettes of the 
grassland's past glories - wildflower 
meadows - and left to wonder if 
only. 


Then | read, if the report is accurate, 
Mr. Mark Stone, Executive Director 
of Parks, saying that the State 
Government now looked to private 
landholders and non-government 
organisations to preserve important 
habitats. 


Beaut Walk 5; 
... With Gordon McCarthy. 


To get to Lake Victoria take the 
Bellarine Highway to Point Lonsdale 
and turn right into Fellows Road. 
Travel about 1.3km. and turn right 
into Emily Street. 


Start the walk from the small 
carpark at the end of Emily Street. 
As you face the lake walk 
westwards along the left shore. 
Follow the fairly well defined path 
until you reach the end of the lake. 
Thereabouts the path forks left 
towards the ocean. Continue 
through the dunes to the beach, 
enjoy the view and retrace your 
steps to the carpark. 


Lake Victoria is a good place for 
birdwatching with waders a highlight 
at this time of the year. 


Easy walking, 1 1/2 hours return, 
plus twitcher time. 


In a Spin: 
To be resupinate or not to be 
resupinate that is the question. 
Well, that must have been the 
problem facing orchids as they 
evolved. 


You know! said sun orchids (did you 
find some?), were resupinate. This 
means if you compare an orchid 
flower with another flower, such as 
the Early Nancy, the orchid flower 
appears to be upside down. In fact 
in its development the orchid flower 
turns through 180 degrees. 


But then you get the Leek Orchid 
which is non-resupinate which 
appears to be upside down but is 
really the right way up. It has left out 
the 180 degree bit. 


Having written all of that | am 
thoroughly confused and no doubt 
you are too. 


Leek Orchids are common enough 
but don't grow in great numbers 
except after summer bush fires. They 
seem to prefer moist habitats so keep 
that in mind when looking. 


We found two Austral Leek Orchids 
(to be confirmed) close to Butchers 
Road in the Brisbane Ranges, with 
flowers made special by their 
crystalline white labellums. 


Look for a tall orchid with a flower 
stem of up to 90 cm. emerging from 
a single rounded leaf like that of a 
leak or onion. 


There are at least six species of Leek 
Orchids found around Anglesea or — 
the Brisbane Ranges. To the 
untrained eyes, yours and mine, they 
all look the same. 


Find a Frog: 

Remember September 1976 Beaut 
Walk 2 starting at the Fyansford pub? 
If you haven't been to savor the 
delights of riverside walking now is 
the time to go. On the Barwon 
section, upstream, look for a wetland 
in a small quarry. From the riverside 
walking track you can look down into 
it. You should see large, green 
Growing Grass Frogs basking on 
rocks or floating on water weeds and 
hundreds of large tadpoles - theirs | 
hope. 


Also | have been told that they are at 
our Jerringot Wetland Reserve. So 
go talk to a frog. Time might be 
running out for these beautiful 
creatures - so enjoy them while you 
can. 


And Also: 

White-browed VVoodswallows nesting 
in Bannockburn Common. Willie 
Wagtails and Restless Flycathers 
also. Look here for good sightings 
such as the White-bellied Cuckoo- 
shrike. 

Common Fringe Lily flowering - 
uncommonly beautiful. Try Clarkes 
Road, Bannockburn. 

Kangaroo Grass in seed. Catch it 
while you can. 

Mixed flocks of Corellas and Galahs. 
Night Herons day feeding on elvers at 
falls. 

Magenta  Storksbill and Blue 
Pincushions. What a combination of 
colours. A walk down Saw Pit Gully 
Road commencing at Durdidwarrah 
Road could be a delight in the right 
Season. 


Members who gave me assistance 
and support. Thank you. 
m 
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OTHER CLUB ACTIVITIES 


...Valda Dedman 


We participated in the Geelong 
Environment Festival. The theme of 
our display was 'Finding out about 
the Environment. It focussed on the 
plants and animals of the Geelong 
region and showed some of the 
survey methods currently in use. 
Dave King had samples of the pitfall 
traps he uses for invertebrate 
surveys and hair tubes used in 
mammal surveys. Identified insects 
in tubes ready for adding to the 
Museum of Victoria's collection 
created a great deal of interest. 


The Club is taking part in many 
ecological surveys at present; the 
Botanic Guardians plant survey of 
the Inverleigh and Bannockburn 
cemeteries, flora and fauna study of 
Reedy Lake as it refills, kangaroo 
count of Inverleigh Common, Birds 
on Golf Courses, Challenge Bird 
Count, Fungi map. It has always 
been our policy to back up 
conservation statements with data. 


An exciting new project is about to 
begin. The City of Greater Geelong 
in association with Parks Victoria, 
Department of Natural Resources & 
Environment, Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club and the Victorian 
Wetlands Trust has been successful 
in obtaining funding through the 
Natural Heritage Trust for Ramsar 
Wetlands in the Geelong Region. 
Our Club is to be represented on a 
Steering Committee to get the 
project under way. Essentially, it will 
look at ways to inform the 
community about the wonderful 
wetland asset on our doorstep. VVe 
hope that greater protection will 
follow. 


"Surplus and saleable" 


That is the assessment given to 
many small parcels of Crown land by 
the Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment. With 
no thought to the needs of future 
generations the department is 
seeking to make a 'buck and get out 
of managing land that belongs to you 
and to me. 


In the past month we have come 
across two such examples. 


The first is a small block in Slate 
Quarry Road near Meredith. It is a 
remnant of closed Red 
Stringybark and Yellow Gum 
Woodland with some grassy 
woodland. During a short visit last 
May we recorded 25 bird species. 
Such small blocks can form part 
of a wildlife corridor and add to the 
gene pool to prevent species' 
extinction. 


The second block is right on our 
doorstep. It is the land known as 
'Belmont Island', that is, the land 
opposite K-Mart, between Barwon 
Heads Road and Settlement 
Road. According to the 
Department this land has "no 
value" and should be sold. The 
proposal is currently before the 
Treasury. 


According to a report in the 


Geelong Advertiser the potential 
buyer is a hardware company 


' from Coffs Harbour! 


No environmental groups were 
consulted. Belmont Island is part 
of Belmont Common, the 
beginning of the Barwon flood 
plain. The Geelong Flood 
Strategy of 1996 classed it as high 
risk flood fringe. A commercial 
developer would no doubt want to 
fill the site or erect some sort of 
levee for flood protection, thereby 
upsetting the natural flood regime. 


Jerringot Creek once flowed 
across Belmont Island. The 
present drains and two ancient red 
gum trees are reminders of wnat 
it used to be like. Is it too late to 
reinstate the creek, the first part of 
a Belmont Common Nature Park? 


We could recreate the redgum 
forest on the baseball ground, 
upgrade the golf course to make it 
even more environmentally 
friendly, plant around other sports 
grounds, create new wetlands and 
nature walks, establish an 
environmental research centre in 
the Council works depot building. 
It is time to come up with our own 
concept plan for the Common. 


What ideas do you have? 


9 


Birds seen on Crown Land Allotment 
4C, Section A, Parish of Moreep, 
Slate Quarry Road on 30 May 1997. 


Wedge-tailed Eagle, Common 
Bronzewing, Long-billed Corella, 
Crimson Rosella, Eastern Rosella, 
Laughing Kookaburra, White- 
throated Treecreeper, Superb Fairy- 
wren, Buff-rumped Thornbill, Yellow- 
rumped Thornbill, Striated Thornbill, 
Red  Wáattlebird, Grey Fantail, 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater, White- 
eared Honeyeater, White-plumed 
Honeyeater, Grey Shrike Thrush 
White-naped  Honeyeater, Scarlet 
Robin, Golden Whistler, , Restless 
Flycatcher, Australian Magpie, Little 
Raven, Mistletoebird. (25 species) 


m 


A SAD LOSS 


The 'Optus' building in Collins St, 
Melbourne is not remarkable for its 
architecture but rather for its special 
tenants. 


Since 1991, Peregrine Falcons have 
reared their young after laying eggs 
on the top of the building. Public 
interest has been so great that a 
television monitor has been installed 
in the foyer of the building connected 
to a camera overlooking the birds. 


All was going very well last year 
when no less than four chicks were 
being reared. The male (tercel) had 
to spend all day hunting to feed the 
female chicks which were larger than 
him. It was known that he ranged at 
least as far as Albert Park in the 
south and Altona in the west. 
Everything seemed to be going well. 


Then, suddenly the tercel was found 
dead in the city. Two of the young 
have died and the other two are 
missing. Nowthe female has left the 
area. She will probably find a mate 
in another territory and be lost to the 
city. The  'Victorian Peregrine 
Project is anxiously trying to find 
her, mainly to ensure her welfare but 
possibly to re-habilitate her and a 
mate in the luxury apartment waiting 
for them high above Collins Street. 

: o 
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MOUSE SPIDER 


Missulena bradleyi (Rainbow) 
family Actinopodidae 
: By Dave King 


ERRORI RR CE OE RAPE MeCN TNT HS TIN WUT TIS NE TETSU TOO NTT NIE RETI TT TT ERT TT TERT PPT TTT TPR PTT TTT 


8 Traum Street, Portarlington, 3223. 


To EP Ee 


Earlier this year it was decided, by the Flora & Fauna sub-committee of the Friends of Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve, that a survey be initiated into the invertebrate fauna of the Reserve. As a consequence the writer was 
given responsibility for conducting the survey. 


It was decided in the first instance that an ongoing survey would best be served using pit-fall traps that could be 
cleared at irregular intervals without deterioration of the captured specimens. The type of trap used has been 
previously described, (King, 1997). 


Traps were set initially in parts of the Reserve subjected to the wild-fire that burnt a large proportion of the south- 
western area in May, 1997. The first collection made from the traps was in the following June. Amongst a variety of 
invertebrates it was found that three male specimens of a Mouse Spider had been collected. Identity of the spider 
was confirmed, by comparison with specimens held in the collection of the Museum of Victoria, as being Missulena 
bradleyi. 


This species lives in tunnels excavated in the ground; they also incorporate a lid at the entrance. As yet no such 
tunnel has been discovered in the Reserve, a search that will continue, and hopefully result in finding a female of 
the species. Females do not generally stray far from their tunnel retreat , whereas males will. During the early winter 
period males wander around in search of a female mate. Thus it is the main reason the males were captured during 
June. 


The males are active during daylight at this time. It was in daylight that the writer, some years ago, sawan M. 
bradleyi for the first time in the O.G.N.R. It was after a period of rain, and puddles had collected on the tracks. 
Attention was drawn to something crawling along the bottom of one puddle, which on close inspection was seen to 
be a mouse spider. It appeared in no way affected by being submerged and continued on its way. Why it would 
traverse a puddle in such a manner remains a mystery. 


General appearance of the spider is as illustrated. The female is a little larger and the abdomen more of a triangular 
shape, widest at the posterior. As in all mygalomorph spiders the fangs are paraxial and relatively large. Eight eyes 
are arranged across the anterior edge of the cephalothorax, not as in most related spiders, where the eyes are in a 
closely confined group. The male cephalothorax is shining black, as are the legs, the joints of which are distinctly 
white. The abdomen is of a dark slate blue colour, covered in fine hairs, with a lighter coloured patch covering the 
anterior-dorsal surface. Females are of similar colouring, without having the abdominal patch. 


It appears that this species is more prevalent to the east of Melbourne than it is in the Geelong area, judging by the 
Museum collection. As with all mygalomorph they should be treated with due care, as a bite can produce severe 
symptoms, though not necessarily fatal. 


Acknowledgments 
| thank Dr. Alan Yen for allowing me access to the spider collection in the Museum of Victoria. 
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Mouse Spider (Male) 
Missulena bradleyi 
family Actinopodidae 


EXCURSION REPORT 


... Gordon McCarthy 


Brisbane Ranges, Nov 16th. 


Showers were forecast but they did 
not arrive until about 4 pm and home 
time. 


We started off at 8.45 am at the 
Steiglitz Court House in rather cool 
conditions. 


Twenty-two turned up, club 
members being boosted by friends 
who were on the Fraser Island trip 
and were in Geelong for a reunion at 
Dick Southcombe's. He worked it 
well and we hope they enjoyed the 
outing. 


Birds were in good voice, with the 
Rufous Whistler being 
predominant, also calling were 
Orioles, Thrushes, Pardalotes etc. 


While overall numbers were good, 
species numbers appeared to be 
down with only thirty-three being 
recorded. 


We had lunch in the Bert 
Boardman Reserve where the 
Golden Grevillea was flowering 
along with Blue Pincushions etc. 


After lunch we moved to Butcher's 
Road where Joe Hubbard had 
found two good specimens of 


Austral Leek- orchids 
Prasophyllum australe 
flowering. 


Other orchids discovered were: 
Copper Beard-orchid 

Calochilis | campestris, 
Dotted Sun-orchid 

Thelymitra | ixioides 


Large Duck-orchid 
Caleana major 

Common Onion-orchid 
Microtis unifolia. 


A walk up Orchid Track produced the 
Slender  Trigger-plant Stylidium 
perpusillum. One of our visitors 
found the low-growing Mitchell's 
Wattle Acacia mitchellii in flower. 


Bev McNay then guided us up 
Sheoak Road where dozens of Tiger 
Orchids Diuris sulphurea were 
flowering along the roadsides, then 
on to an interesting geological area 
above the Moorabool River where 
we wondered how these deep layers 
of gravel and large river stones had 
been laid down so high above the 
existing river. 


The cold front arrived during this 
discussion, so it was time for 
farewells. 

mj 


BIRD OF THE MONTH 


... Valda Dedman 


Rainbow Bee-eater 


Name Rainbow Bee-eater Merops 
ornatus 


Description Many coloured bird, 
plumage shot with blues, greens, 
and bronze/golds. Underwing orange 
finely edged with black. Distinctive 
black band through eye, blackish 
crescent on breast and two 
elongated central tail feathers 
(shorter in female).Bill black, finely 
curved. 


Length 23-28 cm, 
including tail points. 


"... Ít is a pity that Sir Charles Belcher only 


Voice Rolling “prill”. 


Food Insects, caught on 
the wing. 


Habitat Open woodland, often near 
watercourses, with sandy banks 


Range Australian mainland. 

A general northerly migration in 
winter. Australian birds regularly 
cross Torres Strait but not Bass 
Strait. 


Geelong You Yangs, Dog Rocks, 
Long Forest, Brisbane Ranges, 
Bannockburn bush, occasionally in 
urban areas, Bellarine Peninsula, 
back of Anglesea. Birds from further 
north in Australia come to breed in 
our region. 


Nest Round chamber at end of a 
metre long tunnel: gouged out in a 
sandy creek bank. 4-6 white, 
lustreless eggs. 


Breeding December to March in our 
area. Earlier in northern Australia, 
sometimes twice in one year if 
conditions are right. i 


Similar Species None 


Fokk 


December is the time to be listening 
and looking for the Rainbowbird, as 
the Bee-eater is commonly known. 
We seldom miss recording it on our 
Challenge Bird counts on the first 
Sunday. We usually find it along 
Hovel’s Creek, to the west of the You 
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Yangs. The degraded sandy banks 
are perfect nesting sites. This year 
the birds were seen, in October, by 
Joe Hubbard. 


According to Trevor Pescott 
Rainbow Bee-eaters rarely arrive 
in our district before the first week 
in October, and leave in March or 
April. They have been known to 
nest beside the Barwon River at 
Pollocksford, in a roadside bank at 
the edge of Inverleigh Common, 
near Anglesea golf course and in 
the Long Forest. 


Rainbow  Bee-eaters are so 
beautiful that it is a pity that Sir 
Charles Belcher only ever saw 
them once in his whole life. It was 


ever saw them once in his whole life. " 


on 28th October, 1893, in a thickly 
wooded paddock at the corner of 
Grubb Road and Swan Bay Road. 
They are not often seen on the 
Bellarine Peninsula today, 
although Heather Gibbs reported 
18 at Point Lonsdale on 14th 
February, 1993. 


! have many treasured memories 
of Rainbowbirds -- hundreds flying 
about the banks of a creek near 
Mackay as we rowed quietly by; 
the light shining through outspread 
orange wings; flashes of colour on 
a dead branch in the early 
morning; insistent purling calls 
from a flock passing through 
before a huge thunderstorm last 
September in outback New South 
Vales. 


Once, when camped in the mallee 
during a dry spell, bees were 
attracted to a tiny pool of water left 
outside on a tray. Every now and 
then a Rainbow Bee-eater would 
dart down and take one of the bees 
lined up around the waters edge. 
Usually bee-eaters take insects in 
the air. They often sit on exposed 
perches, dead tree branches, and 
take off in a flash of colour. Their 
flight is undulating. 


Birds may be found in large groups 
and sometimes several nests are 
found close together. Locally, 


there are numerous breeding records 
from the You Yangs and Dog Rocks. 
Crosbie Morrison noted that nest 
burrows always face away from the 
prevailing winds. 


There is some evidence of 
communal breeding. This is 
certainly the case with African bee- 
eaters (there are 18 species in 
Africa). 


Apiarists are not fond of these birds 
and have been known to illegally 
shoot them, although their diet is not 
confined to bees. 


How could anyone shoot such a 
lovely bird? | have seen an injured 
bee-eater on the ground, a soft- 
feathered rainbow. And in 
the air the rainbow comes 
alive with a shimmer of 
iridescent blue and green 
and gold. 


Watch for it! 
oj 
REEDY LAKE SURVEY 
... Trevor Pescott 


| am still grappling with compilation 
of our last bird/invertebrate counts 
but | will complete it soon, however 
time is slipping away and another 
count is due this week. 


Accordingly, you are invited to join 
the Reedy Lake Survey on : 


Thursday, December 4. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the car park at 
the end of Fitzgeralds Road. 
(off Melaluka Road, Leopold) 


| will try to have a boat to get us out 
to check how the ibises are going, 
however gum-boots or other suitable 
wading footwear are desirable. 


Note: Since many of us are now 
available during the week and the 
weekends are clogged up, it has 
been suggested we use a weekday. 
See you on Thursday, 


Ph: 5243 4368 
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BIO-DIVERSITY NOTES 


... Ade Foster 


Our excursion to the swamps and 
ponds of the Beeac area was a bit of 
a disaster. Despite good rains in the 
week or so preceding November 9th, 
most of the areas which are usually 
very wet at this time of year were 
bone dry! The water levels in the 
others were so low that access was 
almost impossible. After a fruitless 
hour or so of searching for suitable 
swamps we decided to head further 
west to the Stony Rises and Floating 
Islands reserve and see wnat we 
could find. 


We dip-netted the lake for a while 
and captured Ranatra and several 
very interesting aquatic bugs, 
Diplonychus, belonging to the family 
Belostomatidae, the Giant Water 
Bugs. The males in the genus have 
raptorial front legs and are predatory 
by nature. Tadpoles, small fish and 
other aquatic bugs and beetles make 
up their diet. They are especially 
interesting in that the males carry a 
raft of fifty or so eggs glued to their 
backs. 


We moved on after lunch and found 
a low flooded paddock which we 
explored quite extensively. There 
were many tadpoles, beetles and the 
like, and almost every sweep of the 
net yielded small yabbies which 
could be seen climbing the rank 
grasses in the swampy areas. 
Further exploration was curtailed 
when a bull took what was ruled to 
be an unhealthy interest in our 
presence. 


The November meeting dealt with 
the recent trip to the Flinders Ranges 
by six of the stalwarts of the group. 
Some beautiful slides of the flora, 
fauna and magnificent scenery 
began the evening. 


One of the more interesting 
specimens photographed was a 
Burton's Legless Lizard,  Lialis 
burtonis. These are a very wide 
ranging species, found from the 
Western Australian deserts to the 
foothills of Kosciusko. As you would 
expect from a lizard found in such a 
wide range of habitats, their colour 
varies a great deal, too. Specimens 


range from very dark grey, 
through pale grey and brown to a 
rich inland red, wth a wide range 
of stripes spots and blotches. 
Bürton's Legless lizards have a 
beautiful pointed snout, ideal for 
burrowing through grass tussocks 
in search of their prey which 
consists mainly of other small 
lizards. They are able, when 
threatened to stand up on their 
tails and retreat very swiftly. 


We then retired to the specimen 
table to examine some of the 
more interesting insects and 
spiders that were encountered. 
Two very large scorpions, each 
measuring about 100mm when 
extended, a very big Dolomedes 
spider were examined under the 
microscope. We also had several 
butterflies and moths including the 
beautiful Chequered Swallowtail, 
Papilio demoleus sthenelus, the 
only member of the family found 


commonly inland. It ranges over - 


most of mainland Australia but is 
less frequent near the coast, and 
is found on many of the islands to 
the north. There is a closely 
related subspecies common in 
Africa. In Australia there have 
been numerous reports of 
migratory flights, particularly in 
the north and west. They have a 
direct and rapid flight, usually 
about 1 metre above the ground, 
and feed commonly at flowers, 
especially those of low-growing 
legumes. 


Food plants in Australia belong to 
Psoralea, (Emu Foot, Verbine). 
Eggs are sometimes deposited on 
the introduced Citrus, wnich is the 
natural food plant outside 
Australia. Larvae hatch but 
seldom reach pupal stage on 
Citrus, the species seeming to 
have lost the ability to deal with 
the toxins in the ancestral food 
plants. 


Ron Mole brought along an egg 
case and a debate as to whether 
it is from a species of mantis or 
katydid ensued. We await the 
hatching wth some interest. We 
closed with another of Frank 
Scheelings' delightful slide shows, 
this one dealing wth some of the 
orchids of the Anglesea- 
Eumerella area. 


References: 


W.D.Williams. The invertebrates of 
Australian Inland waters. McMillan, 
1980 

Jenkins and Bartell. Reptiles of the 
High Country. Incata, 1980 
McCubbin. X Australian Butterflies. 
Savvas, 1985 


UP-COMING EVENTS. 


Our excursion to Edward's 
Point/Swan Bay region is on 
Sunday, December 7th, departing 
from the club-rooms at 9.00 am, or 
meet at the car-park at the end of 
Beach Road, St.Leonard's at 9.45 
am. 


Regular members of the Biodiversity 
group are invited to an end-of-the- 
year BBQ at Ade's house on 
Saturday 13th at 3.00 pm, followed 
by a moth / beetle collecting night at 
Batesford. 


Our February excursion will be rock- 
pooling at Barwon Heads Bluff. Low 
tide at the Heads is at 15.10 on 
Sunday February 8th, which should 
make low-tide at the Bluff 15.26. In 
anticipation of good weather, we will 
meet at the Bluff car-park at noon for 
a picnic lunch and perhaps a swim 
before low-tide. 


The Labour Day weekend is our 
March 8,9,10 excursion, and we will 
revisit last years camp-out in 
Laver's Hill to once again tackle the 
walk into the Big Tree reserve. We 
are mindful of the fire danger 
predicted for this summer and will 
reassess the situation should it seem 
too dangerous a proposition. | will 
make an announcement at the 
February General Meeting. 


Our February meeting on 
Wednesday 25th will be a Shown'tell 
of all the interesting specimens, 
slides and experiences of the 
summer break. | would like to invite 
new members to come along and 
share in our low-key, fun, but very 
informative meetings. 

Oo 


NOVEMBER MEETING 


... Roy Whiteside 


Report of illustrated talk on "FROGS" 
given by Ivor Graney at the General 
meeting on 4 Nov 1997 


The speaker became interested in 
frogs whilst at primary school where 
he collected tadpoles for the school's 
aquarium. He started a serious study 
of frogs in his own district of Hamilton 
in 1992 after the Frogwatch 
organisation was initiated in Adelaide 
by Mike Tyler. Ivor found that a 
questionnaire asking "have frogs 
increased or decreased in your area ?" 
was difficult to answer. He learnt from 
people in his district that there had 
been a decline in the number of 
observations of ground and grass 
frogs. He was also aware that the 
variation in spring rains from year to 
year had an effect on the 
development of tadpoles and the 
survival of young frogs. He had 
previously identified three species of 
frogs in his garden wnen digging or by 
torchlight after dark, but had no idea 
how many other species of frog 
occurred in his district. As an aid to 
frog identification he obtained tape 
recordings and field guides from 
Frogwatch. He learnt there were 
supposed to be nine species of frogs 
in his district which he was able to 
confirm after eight months of 
extensive searching. 


Ivor also learnt that one of the best 
ways to find frogs was on a wet road 
at night. On the first occasion he 
identified five species by this method. 
He did counts of numbers of frogs in 
a square kilometre. He figured that if 
this was done over a ten year period 
he could get an idea whether the frog 
populations were increasing or 
decreasing. He developed skills in 
identifying frog species by their stance 
or by the way they hopped. Another 
important method of frog identification 
is by studying their call. It is only 
possible to identify males by this 
method as female frogs are silent. 
Calls are made to advertise their 
territory, to attract a female and to 
keep other male frogs at a distance. 
Finding a frog after hearing its call is 
difficult as it feels vibrations and stops 
calling when approached. A method 
for overcoming this problem is to 
make a tape recording of the hidden 
frog and then replay the sound close 
to the estimated position. Other male 
frogs in the vicinity will then start 
calling in response to the recorded 
sound and the hidden frog gets 
annoyed and then calls very loudly 
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because it thinks a frog has 
encroached on his territory. This 
enables it to be located, identified 
and photographed. : 


SLIDE PRESENTATION 

Two projectors were used to show 
photographs of some frogs and their 
habitats taken mainly in the Portland 
area. 


IDENTIFICATION TECHNIQUES 

1. Colour and characteristics of belly 
since colours of other parts can be 
very variable. 

2. Whether or not fingers are webbed. 
3. Characteristics of eye pupil (eg 
vertical). 

4. Characteristics of back foot. 

5. Presence of tubercles (swellings) 
on hands and feet. 


FROGS IN FLOODED MEADOWS 
Eggs are laid on vegetation where 
fungi and algae provide a good food 
source for tadpoles. 

1. Ewings Tree Frog (Litoria ewingi) is 
a species which also occurs in the 
Geelong district. It is best identified 
from the wide discs on the ends of its 
toes. The discs are used for climbing. 
Its upper lip is always white and the 
ear drum (tympanum) is hidden. 

2. Growing Grass Frog (Litoria 
raniformis) is a climbing frog with 
discs the same width as the toes and 
the tympanum is very obvious . The 
colour can vary considerably. It is 
brown when found under a log but can 
become bright green after about an 
hour. This species is fairly active in 
the daytime; has  sunbaking 
characteristics and usually lives in 
permanent water. It grows to about 
75mm and it predates on other 
smaller frogs. In some parts of 
Victoria numbers of this species have 
declined greatly and yet there are 
areas like Tower Hill where they are 
very common. — 


Other examples of colour changes 
were illustrated. A Common Froglet 
was orange when collected from 
under alog where there was clay of 
the same colour . It was put into a 
container wth some brown peaty soil 
and when next examined the frog had 
changed to a brown colour. 


TERRESTRIAL EGG-LAYING 
FROGS 

Frogs are adaptable to environmental 
conditions. Males start calling in 
February to attract females which lay 
eggs in the centre of tussock-like 
plants. With the onset of rain, eggs 
are progressively triggered to hatch 
overa period of some months. Some 
tadpoles may be lost if dry conditions 


return but unhatched ones are 
preserved until the arrival of further 
rain. 


1. Smooth Froglet (Geocrinia laevis). 
The male of this species is identified 
by its yellow scrotum sac. It lays its 
eggs in strings or little lumps on Water 
Milfoil and it is thought that the males 
will stay with the tadpoles for some 
months as they secrete anti-fungal 
secretions from their skin onto the 
eggs to help preserve them. Food is 
available in the Water Milfoil (eg 
Spiders beetles and insects) 

2. Marbled Toadlet (Pseudophryne 
semimarmorata) lays eggs under leaf 
litter or holes of its own making . 


MARSH FROGS 

These lay their eggs on floating rafts 
1.Eastern Banjo Frog ( Limnodynastes 
dumerili) is the only frog in the 
Portland district that has glands on 
the back legs. The back colour and 
marbelling on the belly can be 
variable. 

2. Striped Marsh Frog (Limnodynastes 
peroni) grows to about 75mm, is very 
strong and is a very high jumper. The 
female has a very swollen belly and 
the male has swollen arms in the 
breeding season to give them a 
greater surface area to clasp the 
female during mating. 

3. Spotted Marsh Frog 
(Limnodynastes tasmaniensis) is 
nervous when handled and exudes a 
milky substance. It does not vary very 
much in colouring and markings. It has 
orange spots and a long vertical stripe. 
This species occurs over a wide range 
(Pot Lincoln to Cape York) but 
dialects vary considerably.(eg in the 
Hamilton area the sound is rather 
insipid but at Wangaratta it is like a 
machine gun). 


TADPOLE DEVELOPMENT 

The time spent as tadpoles can vary 
between a few months and one year. 
Water temperature controls food 
supply and influences the digestive 
system. Gill structure varies between 
species and is mostly internal. Front 
legs first develop inside a skin cavity 
away from the gills whereas the back 
legs grow externally. Later the front 
legs appear and tadpoles absorb their 
tail back into their body 


SOUND RECORDINGS 

The presentation ended with the 
playing of some spectacular and 
somewhat piercing sounds of various 
frog species. This illustrated the great 
diversity of frog sounds and it is 
impossible to convey the true nature of 
these sounds in this report. 


Some interesting questions were 
asked by the audience which were 
ably answered by the speaker with 
Dick Southcombe giving a vote of 
thanks. 

o 
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LANDCARE AND GFNC INC 
... Dick Southcombe 


The City of Greater Geelong is be 
congratulated on the appointment of 
Gavan Mathieson as its Landcare 
Co-ordinator. 


This position has been funded 
through the State Government 
‘Landcare Partnership Program' for a 
period of three years and the 
following introduces Gavan and his 
Work. 


He will be assisting and working with 
groups involved in the Landcare 
movement and networking groups 
and supporting agencies such as 
ourselves. 


In the near future Gavan will be 
producing a revised environmental 
weed brochure for the Geelong 
region and also revegetation guides 
for the different land systems around 
Geelong. |f you have any bright 
ideas about the content or layout of 
these two publications please give 
him a call on 5227 0336. 


Gavan wil also be involved in a joint 
trial with the DNR&E to map sites of 
biological significance within the City 
and integrate this information into the 
planning process. Projects he has 
been working on in the last few 
months include reproducing a 
Landcare display and sponsoring a 
group of teachers to attend a 
‘Landcare for Educators’ course at 
Creswick. 


The Landcare display is based at the 
Warrambeen Landcare Centre and 
the generous support of Greening 
Australia Victoria and Alcoa Australia 
has enabled the City of Greater 
Geelong to produce a duplicate of 
this wonderful display. This will 
enable the display to be used in a 
number of locations and introduce 
Landcare concepts and the 
Warrambeen Landcare Centre to a 
wider audience in regional centres 
and field days. The display covers 
the following topics; Ecological 
history, Animal pests, VVeeds, Farm 
vegetation, Water quality, Dryland 
salinity, Landcare communities, 
Whole farm planning and Wetlands. 


The Landcare for Educators Course 
offered teachers the opportunity to 
learn the principles of natural 
resource management and their 


ra 


application to Landcare education. 
Topics covered in the course 
included soils, geology and land 
systems, plants and ecosystems, 
water and catchment processes, 
Koori land use, Landcare 
education programs, techniques 
and resources. 


A new project that has recently 
been funded through the Natural 
Heritage Trust is a community 
awareness program for Ramsar 
wetlands in the Geelong region. 


This project will enable wetland 
controls to be integrated into 
planning schemes while raising 
awareness at Geelong's significant 
wetlands. Margaret Cameron will 
be representing us in the reference 
group for this important project. 


If you can see other opportunities 
for our club to be involved with 
Landcare, please let the 


committee know and we will. 


discuss them with Gavan. 


Oo 


CLUB EXCURSION 15TH 
FEBRUARY 
... Dick Southcombe 


Noel Schleiger will be our on-board 
leader for this western highway 
geology excursion, departing 
Kooringal by bus at 9 am. sharp. 


Noel edited Roadside Geology - 
Melbourne to Ballarat, published 
jointly by The Geological Society 
of Australia and The Field 
Naturalists Club of Victoria in 1995 
and will be referring to sites 
mentioned in his book from about 
Melton as we travel towards 
Ballarat. We will be observing, 
examining and discussing geology 
revealed by road cuttings and 
vistas along the way; no doubt 
there wil be other interesting 
observations to. 


Bus seating is limited - list your 
name to-night or book by phoning 
me on 5243 3916. 

oO 


BARWON BIO-DIVERSITY 
WATCH 
... Dick Southcombe 


People concerned’ about bio- 
diversity issues such as monitoring 
its health, guarding against 
threatening processes, enhancing its 
values, educating the public about 
the natural world, negotiating with 
management agencies or 
exchanging information are invited to 
B.B.W.'s inaugural meeting at 7.30 
pm on Thursday December 11, at the 
Geelong Historical Records Centre. 


Oo 


PLANT GROUP MEETING 
... Dick Southcombe 


December 9th. 


Please bring a range of references 
and equipment to study the Pea 
plants and other plants flowering in 
the Brisbane Ranges during our 
November club excursions. 

o 


BAY CRUISE 


WITH KEN SIMPSON 
(Sunday March 1st) 


Have you booked? 


See notice in 'Geelong Naturalist’. 


November issue, page 6. 
Post $15 direct to: 
B.O.C.A. 


P.O. Box 185 
Nunawading, Vic, 3131 
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COLAC FIELD 


NATURALISTS’ CLUB 


1956 - 1997. 


... Joe Hubbard 


On 15/11/97 the Colac F.N.C. 
held its last excursion and 


meeting. 


An ageing and 


concerned. 


We thought it would 


appropriate to acknowedge this 
by reproducing part of the 
address 'A Short History' made to 
the dinner meeting by Murray 
President and 


Hodges, 
Foundation Member. 


" One can recall the many 
observations brought 
forward at Club meetings 
covering a number of 
sightings, | some quite 
significant like Jess 
Dennis' report of a White- 
browed Babbler at Lorne 
during May 1976, which 
surely could have been the 
last sighting of this species 
in this area. The sighting 
of a Plains Wanderer and 
three young at Barrys Road 
Barongarook in January 
1985 in this area is rare 
enough, but to find it 
breeding here is 
extraordinary. Up to 1997 
this species has been 
sighted nine times in the 
Barongarook area, their 
normal habitat is the 
Riverina. The Australian 
Pratincole has been 
observed at Lake 
Murdeduke in November 
1996 and 1985. Painted 
Snipe were observed at 
Beeac in September 1965 
and in 1980 at Lake Colac. 
The English Song Thrush 
was seen in a garden on 
Elliminyt Hill and at the 
Esplanade Colac in 1984. 
In July 1983 Fat-tailed 
Dunnart were seen at 
Warncoort. October 1982 
Masked | Woodswallows 
nested at Warncoort. A 


declining 
membership forced the few 
remaining members to call it a 
day - a sad occasion for all 
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Bandy Bandy Snake was 
observed in the Stony Rises 
and of course we had to have 
a sighting of the Tasmanian 
Tiger May 1971, along the 
scrub line in Irrewillipe Road. 


Also in December 1977 in the 
Stony Rises a sighting 
described 'something like the 
Tasmanian Tiger. 


We have had frequent 
butterfly reports such as the 
Tailed Emperor sighted at 
Lorne May 1976 and 
Warncoort April 1974, also 
the Ant Butterfly, 
Pseudodipsas cuprea active 
in the summer of 1971 at 
Warncoort. This is possibly 
‘the only location of this 
species west of Melbourne. 
Examples of Coastal Ballart 
was noted at Moonlight Head 
April 1986 and recording of 
the fern Gramitis magellanica 
sub-species nothofageti 
found at the Little Aire River 
Falls on January 1985. This 
species is a first for the 
Australian mainland being the 
type species indigenous to 
New Zealand and lower 
South America, the specimen 
found and established 
authenticity by Paul Barnett. 
In December 1979 a single 
specimen of Kunzia ambigua 
was found in the Birnum 
Station area. The other rare 
Spiny Peppercress was 
recorded from the west side 
of Lake Beeac in February 
1982. In June 1983 Showy 
Violets were sighted in the 
Stony Rises. A snake was 
observed moving along a 
strand of barbed wre fencing 
at Barwon Downs February 
1994!" 


Murray's conclusion was "As to the 
future, | visualise maybe some 
different form of natural history will 
be pursued and hopefully some 


kindred souls will take up the 


challenge and another natural 
history club will rise resurgent in 
Colac". 


Murray, we hope so too! 


LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


Habitat - October 1997 This month's 
special supplement 'Liquid Gold' is by 
Peter Wright and is an analysis of the 
issues facing our wetlands and 
outlines the need for their greater 
protection. There is a map showing 
current and proposed Ramsar sites in 
Australia. 


Did you know that Gurig National 
Park in the Northem Territory 
contains the worlds' first Ramsar site? 


Wingspan - September 1997 
"Twelve Years On: Conservation and 
industry at Capel, W.A.' by Stephen 
Davies. A success story of co- 
operation and planning between AMC 
Mineral Sands and RAOU producing 
a fruitful partnership and turning wnat 
was formerly a barren site into a 
thriving wetland and important 
breeding area. 


'Murray - Mallee Triumph'. Due to the 
generosity of members and 
supporters, members of Birds 
Australia are now the owners of 
127,000 acres of critical mallee 
habitat after the purchase of Gluepot 
Station in eastern South Australia, 
thus ensuring that some of the 
remaining colonies of pure bred 
Black-eared Miners left in the wild are 
now living in a safe haven. 


There is an interesting article by 
Tony Palliser, Chair of Birds Australia 
Rarities Committee, of the 
committee's work, The conclusions 
reached set the standard for the 
listing of rare birds in this country. 
'Volunteer Diary' describes the work 
carried out by four volunteers in 
helping the recovery teams in their 
efforts to protect our threatened 
species. The birds studied were the 
Gould's Petrel on Cabbage Tree 
Island, N.S.W., Orange-bellied Parrot 
in south-west Tasmania, Gouldian 
Finch at Yinberrie Hills, N.T. and 
Little Tern, Gippsland Lakes, Victoria. 


Other new October and November 
editions to join our library collection 
include - Newsletters from Ballarat 
FN, Sun-Nat (Mildura), Nature 
Territory (N.T.), Angair, Latrobe 
Val.Nat., Whirrakee, GEC Nsletter 
and Ripples (Aust. Platypus Cons). 


mj 
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BIRD OBSERVATION REPORTS November 1997 
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-- compiled by Alban Lloyd-Jones. 


Observations were submitted by Ade Foster (AF), Alban Lloyd-Jones (ALJ), Barry Lingham (BL), Claire McCormick 
(CMc), Craig Morley (CMo), Dennis Greenwell (DG), Grant Baverstock (GBa), Gordon McCarthy (GMc), Ira Savage (IS), 
Lily Sherwood (LS), Margaret Cameron (MAC), Marilyn Hewish (MHe), Noel Fower (NF), Nola Haines (NH), Ray 
Baverstock (RBa), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Bob Preston (RP), Valda Dedman (VWD), 


Fairy Prion 

Short-tailed Shearwater 
Pacific Heron 
Australasian Bittern 
Royal Spoonbill 

White Goshawk 


White-bellied Sea-eagle 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Black Falcon 

Peregrine Falcon 
Australian Hobby 

Painted Button-quail 
Black-tailed Native Hen 
Red-kneed Dotterel 
Hooded Plover 
Black-winged Stilt 
Banded Stilts 

Red-necked Avocets 
Common Greenshank 
Marsh Sandpiper 
Whiskered Tern 
White-winged (Black)Tern 
Common Tern 

Common Bronzewing 
Yellow-tailed Black- Cockatoo 


Gang-gang Cockatoo 
Little Corella 
Pallid Cuckoo 


Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Black-eared Cuckoo 
Horsfields Bronze-Cuckoo 


Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Southern Boobook 
Owlet Nightjar 

Sacred Kingfisher 


Rainbow Bee-eater 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
White-winged Triller 


Blackbird 
Song Thrush 


Scarlet Robin 


Hooded Robin 
Red-capped Robin 
Rufous Whistler 
Satin Flycatcher 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Rufous Bristlebird 
Speckled Warbler 


1 
1000's 
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10/11/97 
24/10/97 
4/11/97 
19/11/97 
2/11/97 
21/11/97 
25/11/97 
30/10/97 
26/10/97 
1/10/97 
4/11/97 
16/11/97 
13/10/97 
1/10/97 
3/11/97 
10/11/97 
3/11/97 
18/11/97 
18/11/97 
8/11/97 
3/11/97" 
3/11/97 
3/11/97 
16/11/97 
26/10/97 
16/11/97 
21/10/97 
3/11/97 
25/10/97 
13/10/97 
4/11/97 
13/10/97 
13/10/97 
4/11/97 
13/10/97 
13/10/97 
17/11/97 
13/10/97 
4/11/97 
23/11/97 
283/11/97 
20/10/97 
28/10/97 
4/11/97 
26/10/97 
28/10/97 
25/10/97 
26/10/97 
1/11/97 
4/11/97 
9/11/97 
14/11/97 
14/09/97 
28/10/97 
9/11/97 
4/11/97 
4/11/97 
26/10/97 
4/11/97 
29/10/97 
21/11/95 
4/11/97 
25/10/97 


Barwon heads, beach washed 

On the bay near Sorrento 

Jerringot 

Point Henry, Alcoa sewage pond 
Hospital Swamp 

Winchelsea, with a nest. 
Bannockburn, young birds 

Reedy Lakes 

Long Forest 

Bacchus Marsh, flying alongside train for 100 mts. 
Jarosite Bluff, male & female 

North Geelong, on railway overpass 
You Yangs (Branding Yard Track) 
Serendip 

Hospital Lakes 

Barwon Heads 40w, 2 feeding, 3 edge of sand dunes 
Hospital Lakes 

Moolap Saltworks 

Moolap Saltworks 

Sheepwash Rd. Barwon Heads 
Hospital Lakes 

Hospital Lakes 

Hospital Lakes 

Little River mouth 


.You Yangs (Rockwell Rd) 


Pollocksford, 1 23/11/97; 2 11/11/97 in pine trees 
Connewarre, Barwon Heads road, marsh west 
Belmont, Oberon Drive flying westward 
Eynesbury 

You Yangs 

You Yangs 

You Yangs 

You Yangs 

You Yangs 

You Yangs 

You Yangs 

Highton, 65 North Valley Road calling at 11 pm. 
You Yangs 

Barwon River (Wal Whiteside Walk) 

Eastern Park, Glg conf. Ctre at lagoon 

Herne Hill in garden on ground and on clothes line 
Wyndham Park (Werribee River) 

Bungey's Hole, Wyndham Park, Werribee River 
You Yangs 

Long Forest 

Durdiwarrah (Male & Female) 

Eynesbury, male 

Long Forest 

Buckleys Falls 

Belmont. Using plastic bag in nest construction 
Herne Hill in garden on newly mown grass 
Geelong, cnr Aberdeen & Shannon Av. calling 1800 hrs 
Belmont, calling at 12.35 a.m. for one hour 
Durdiwarrah, male & female 

lronbark Basin in picnic area 

You Yangs 

You Yangs 

Long Forest, being harassed by male Scarlet Robin 
You Yangs 

Brisbane Ranges, Stoney Creek dam wall 
Grovedale, Abervale. First record 

Bells Beach Res, Winki Pop heathland 
Eynesbury 


VWD 
CMc 
CMc 
MAC 
CMo 
NF 
GMc 
GMc 
RBu 
MHe 
RBu 
MAC&CM 
RBu 
GMc 
BL 
VWD 
BL 
GMc 
GMc 
RBa 
BL 
BL 
BL 
CM&MAC 
ALJ 
VWD 
RP 
RP 
RBu 
RBu 
BL 
RBu 
RBu 
BL 
RBu 
RBu 
VWD 
RBu 
DG 
CMo 
NH 
RBu 
RBu 
BL 
RBu 
ALJ 
RBu 
RBu 
IS 
AF 
NH 
CMo 
AF 
ALJ 
RP 
BL 
BL 
RBu 
BL 
RBu 
LS 
RBu 
RBu 


(Continued on page 12) 
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(Continued from page 11) 


Speckled Warbler 2 
Southern Whiteface 2 
Brown Treecreeper 2 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 2 
Zebra Finch 2 
Olive-backed Oriole 3+ 
White-winged Chough 30+ 
Masked Woodswallow 2+ 
2 
10+ 
White-browed Woodswallow 2000+ 
Lots 
100 
30+ 
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26/10/97 Long Forest RBu 
25/10/97 Eynesbury, not common sth ranges RBu 
19/11/97 Brisbane ranges, Stony Creek carrying food (blowfly) MH 
15/11/97 | She-oaks, Sharpes Cr, Moorabool River feeding Cuckoo GBa 
26/10/97 Long Forest RBu 
4/11/97 You Yangs BL 
4/11/97 You Yangs, including 3 nests BL 
22/11/97 East Geelong, flying low over Connor St, NW wind MAC 
22/11/97 | East Geelong, flying low over Connor St, NW wind MAC 
22/11/97 Newtown, very high travelling SE - NNW & VV CMo 
22/11/97 | Newtown, flocks of 2,000+, 500+, 50+ CMo 
6-25/11/97 Bannockburn, Young in nest & building another GMc 
22/11/97 . Pollocksford VWD 
22/11/97 East Geelong, Connor St flying low 1830 hrs MAC 


n 
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NOTES ON THE 
OBSERVATIONS 


Barry Lingham is away amassing a 
huge list of bird sightings so you will 
have to put up with me this month. 


In September, Madeline Glynn 
asked me for any observations in the 
Reedy Lakes - Hospital Lakes area 
and | felt very inadequate as | 
passed over a tiny list. 


Since then it seems to have become 
the trendy part of town with sightings 
of Bittern, Pectoral Sandpiper, Ruff, 
Red-kneed Dotterel, Wood 
Sandpiper, Royal Spoonbill, White- 
bellied Sea-eagle, Black-winged 
Stilt, Marsh Sandpiper, Whiskered 
Tern and White-winged Tern. 


More species have been recorded in 
eight weeks than in the previous 
eight years. 


Poor Madeline. 


Notice how experts do their 
birdwatching in style? We spend 
hours tramping around the bushland 
hoping for some sightings while 
Marilyn Hewish relaxes in a train and 
watches a Brown Falcon fly past. 


Margaret Cameron does not even 
leave her street to see flocks of 
Masked | and White-browed 
Woodswallows and when she 
does, she and Craig Morley only 
have to go as far as the North 
Geelong rail overpass to see an 
Australian Hobby. 


| handed over 800 of your 
observations to Marilyn this week 
so that she can make a start on 
the next bird report. Marilyn tells 
me that she is still receiving some 
observations from 1996. It would 
help her if you could clear out all 
those drawers so that she can 
have all the 1997 forms very early 
in the new year. 


The recorded observations now 
exceed 4,000 and the Yellow- 
tailed Black-Cockatoo continues 
to be the club favourite with 168 
individual sightings. 


Gordon McCarthy is the first to 
record the Red-necked Avocet 
this season. If you feel like 
spoiling yourself, go down and 
have a look at them. Remember 
Joe Hubbard's remarks about 
resupinate orchids? Well, if 


anything is resupinate it must surely 
be the up-curved bill of the Avocet, 
which certainly appears to have 
been put on upside-down. 


Barry Lingham recorded a few 
Millipedes at the You Yangs. One 
section between the Information 
Centre and Big Rock averaged 50 
per square metre. Barry's 
mathematical mind calculates that 
for an area of 3 square kms there 
would be "150 million of the b-----s". 


Two hearings. 

Gordon McCarthy heard about four 
Growing Grass Frogs at (guess 
where) Hospital Swamp. 


Ade Foster was in the Eastern 
Gardens and heard what he thought 
were two Tawny Frogmouths calling 
to each other. 


His description of the call was "like 
someone blowing over the mouth of 
an empty stubby". Whether this was 
wishful thinking or cold, hard 
observation we are not sure. 


Hope Barry is back next month. 


Thanks from the Editor 


| wish to thank all those people who make this publication possible. There are the 'regulars' who provide news of the 
Groups, excursion and campout notices and other general items almost every month. 


Also, the contributors of 'magazine' type articles which vary between very thoroughly researched longer items and what 
are virtually amplified observations. Both are vital to keep the 'Geelong Naturalist' balanced and readable for a very 
diverse group of people. Two members in particular, provide a great deal of very professional material. | will not name 


them but you know who they are. 


Behind the scenes we have our mailing team who handle mountains of magazines and thousands of labels in their club 
year and without whom there would be no publication. 


Then, there is Joe Hubbard. 


| hope that you enjoy your well-earned break and wish you all a Merry Christmas and Good Health in the New Year. 
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